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1. Researchers determine why the ocean has absorbed more carbon over the past
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With the ocean absorbing more carbon dioxide (CO,) over the past decade, less of the
greenhouse gas is reaching the Earth's atmosphere. That's decidedly good news, but it comes
with a catch: Rising levels of CO, in the ocean promote acidification, which breaks down the
calcium carbonate shells of some marine organisms.

Sy . https://phys.org/news/2017-02-ocean-absorbed-carbon-decade.html

2. Hidden lakes drain below West Antarctica's Thwaites Glacier E§ iR A B
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Thwaites Glacier on the edge of West Antarctica is one of the planet's fastest-moving
glaciers. Research shows that it is sliding unstoppably into the ocean, mainly due to warmer
seawater lapping at its underside.

B . https://phys.org/news/2017-02-hidden-lakes-west-antarctica-thwaites.html

3. Largest undersea landslide revealed on the Great Barrier Reef Hff 50 ;A ZE L K F|
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James Cook University scientists have helped discover the remnants of a massive undersea
landslide on the Great Barrier Reef, approximately 30 times the volume of Uluru. JCU's Dr Robin
Beaman said the remains of the slip, known as the Gloria Knolls Slide, were discovered 75
kilometres off the north Queensland coast near the town of Innisfail while the scientists were
working from the Marine National Facility's blue-water research ship Southern Surveyor. "This is
all that remains after a massive collapse of sediment of about 32 cubic kilometres' volume more

than 300,000 years ago," he said.
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A compound extracted from a deep-water marine sponge collected near the Bahamas is
showing  potent antibacterial  activity against the drug resistant  bacteria
methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA). Also called the "super bug," MRSA bacteria
are resistant to all beta-lactam antibiotics such as methicillin, penicillin, oxacillin and amoxicillin
and can be fatal. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, more than 80,000
invasive MRSA infections and 11,285 related deaths occur every year. Results of the study, led by
researchers at Florida Atlantic University's Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute, are published
in the current issue of the journal Marine Drugs.

SJE . https://phys.org/news/2017-02-compound-deep-water-marine-sponge-antibacterial.html

5. Fear of sea turtle extinction due to female bias in warm climate unwarranted
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(Phys.org)—A small team of researchers with members from Australia, Greece and the U.K.
has found evidence that suggests the unlikelihood of quick extinction of sea turtles due to
warming climate due to overlooked factors. In their paper published in the journal Proceedings of
the Royal Society B, the team explains their findings and why they believe sea turtles will survive
current ocean temperature rises.

SJE . https://phys.org/news/2017-02-sea-turtle-extinction-due-female.html#ms
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