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From beach shallows to the ocean depths, vast numbers of chemical compounds work
together to reduce and store atmospheric carbon in the world's oceans.In the past, studying the
connections between ocean-borne compounds and microbes has been impractical because of
the sheer complexity of each. Three University of Georgia faculty members—along with an
international team of scientists—bring to the forefront technological developments that are
providing scientists with the analytical tools needed to understand these molecular-level
relationships.
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Records of Spanish shipwrecks combined with tree-ring records show the period 1645 to
1715 had the fewest Caribbean hurricanes since 1500, according to new University of Arizona-led
research. The study is the first to use shipwrecks as a proxy for hurricane activity.
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Antarctic blue whales, the largest creatures on the planet, likely belong to three populations
that feed alongside each other but breed in separate oceans, according to Australian-led research
published Wednesday.

SRIR:  http://phys.org/news/2016-03-antarctic-blue-whales-populations.html
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An Australian study published today has found that certain baby sharks are able to cope
with the level of ocean acidification predicted for the end of this century.
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Flinders University scientists have created a model for conservation programs after helping
to bring local populations of native pygmy perch back from extinction. Along with a range of
collaborators, the researchers pioneered the use of untapped DNA information to improve the
success of captive breeding and reintroduction programs.

KJE:  http://phys.org/news/2016-03-dna-fish-extinction.html
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Toxic plastic is wreaking havoc on marine life — and University of Queensland researchers
fear it could be making its way up the food chain and ending up on our dinner plates. UQ School
of Biological Sciences’ Dr Qamar Schuyler said studies had found that marine creatures as small
as plankton were found to have ingested plastic in the open ocean.
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